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Editorial

SOlISWISE:

Dear Madam,
Dear Sir,

In the third edition of the Hazard you will read about such risks as riots, civil
commotion, violent overthrow of governments and in particular terrorism.

This time you will find in Hazard more topics related to the risks existing in Europe
and the “Western world” in general. Europe has always and mainly in the recent
decades dealt with the threat of terrorism, but nowadays this threat became more
malicious, is constantly showing its new faces and targeting civilians more than ever
before.

Exceptionally, in this edition you will see attached world risk map, including places
with the most dramatic and significant terrorist events in the years 1997-2010. Those
events are described in the recent NZZ Fokus “Terrorismus”.

The first 5 readers of Hazard who will contact Soliswiss via e-mail will receive copies
of NZZ Fokus “Terrorismus” for free.

We are looking forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely
Dr Felix Bossert & Agata Niedermann-Wadowska



Case: Norway

SOlISWISE:

On 22 July Europe was shocked with another
unexpected terrorist act. Two attacks were carried out
in Norway by the same man. 77 people were killed in
both incidents. The terrorist is a Norwegian native, who
did his military service and lived “a usual life” in Oslo.
He is a advocate for right-wing, anti-Islamic and anti-
immigrant policies.

The police and security services were not able to react
on time, mainly because they did not realize, or take
seriously enough, the appeals and first pieces of
information about the event. It symbolizes the
omnipresent belief in a “safe heaven” as Norway had
been. It also proves that neither the security services
nor the police, despite their capacities, are able to
immediately respond to this kind of threats.

This event shows that little can be predicted, and in
particular in relation to concrete places and time.
However consequences of such events can be
mitigated or at least compensated.



Case: London

The outbreak of the “London youth intifada” came as a
shock on 6 August. The main background for the
events was seen in the difficult economic situation and
the protest against state pressure apparatus.
Interestingly however, the protesters included people
of different economic and social backgrounds.

Considering the global socio-economic crisis and the
inefficiency of governments to offer fair solutions, it is
assumed that the character of the manifestations has
been and will be mainly political.

This kind of events in Europe and generally in the
West will be repeated in the coming months and years.

Soliswiss would pay compensations in case of a loss
resulting from riots.



Case: New York

Since 2 October, and three years after the start of the
global banking crunch, several hundreds of New
Yorkers have been manifesting in the streets their
dissatisfaction with the distribution of power and goods
and in particular with the Wall Street speculative
activities. The protesters block the Brooklyn Bridge
and among others hindered traffic. 700 people have
been arrested so far.

The manifestation is a symbol of social mobilization
against the establishment and as such should be
considered of political character.

If such an event brings a loss to a Soliswiss’ client,
a compensation will be admitted.



Case: Libya - Continuation

The Libyan Revolution supported by the NATO forces
managed to overthrow the ruling Gaddafi clan. After
months of fights and the dynamically changing military
situation, the rebels took the power. This doesn't yet
mean that the political and security situation is under
control in Libya. Gaddafi himself escaped and has
probably found shelter with the Tuareg tribes.

Ten thousands of people deserted Sirte, which has
been Gaddafi’'s bastion and where the rebel forces still
crash with the loyalists. This will further destabilize
situation in the region and may cause a large-scale
refugee problem.

Additionally, the historic conflicts between Tripolitania,
Cyrenaica, and Fezzan remain unsolved.

The situation must be closely monitored, as there
could be more losses of political character coming
from Libya and its neighbourhood.



Case: Syria

While the Syrian uprising was still relatively modest
when described in the previous HAZARD, it had
dramatic developments through June, July and
August. The intensity of protests reached a higher
peak, while the army’s and security forces’ brutal
actions against the civilians went beyond the worst
expectations. It is maintained that about 3,500 people
lost their lives, several other thousands got arrested
and convicted. The censorship put on the media,

in particular internet strongly hindered the protesters’
activities.

On 2 October Syria's main opposition groups, including
the extremist Muslim Brotherhood, agreed to join a
newly formed National Council. While Turkey, Saudi
Arabia and Iran carefully watch, the Assad regime
becomes weaker although the military remains loyal to
the dictator.

The political changes are not yet over and there might
be more dramatic events to be observed. Risk
mitigation is still a fair solution for everybody.



Political Risk Map




